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Introduction

And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent. (John 17:3)



Introduction

The Son himself is the Word, 
the Logos: the eternal word 
became small – small enough to 
fit into a manger. He became a 
child, so that the word could be 
grasped by us”. Now the word is 
not simply audible; not only does 
it have a voice, now the word 
has a face, one which we can see: 
that of Jesus of Nazareth.

Pope Benedict XVI, Verbum Domini



Introduction

Christ at the centre, a life-giving paradox:

• A God-man: fully God, fully man

• The Church: the Body of Christ and the People of God

• A Catholic school: genuinely Catholic, genuinely a school

• Religious education: really religious, really education



Outline



Legal context

The distinctive canonical and 

statutory status of Catholic 

Religious Education



Statutory 
Context

Every agreed syllabus shall reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main 
Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions 
represented in Great Britain.
(Education Act 1996: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/V/chapter/III/crossheading/agreed-syllabuses,)

…must be provided in accordance with the school’s trust deed or, where provision is not made by a 
trust deed, in accordance with the beliefs of the religion or denomination specified in the order that 
designates the school as having a religious character.
(Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/schedule/19, para 4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/V/chapter/III/crossheading/agreed-syllabuses
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/schedule/19


Canonical Context

Can. 804 §1.

The Catholic religious instruction and education which are imparted in any 
schools whatsoever or are provided through the various instruments of 
social communication are subject to the authority of the Church. It is for 
the conference of bishops to issue general norms about this field of action 
and for the diocesan bishop to regulate and watch over it.



Historical 

context

The family tree of the RECD3



Brief History

The National Project:

• Here I Am (Primary)

• Icons (KS3)
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Rationale for

revision

Why is third edition of the RECD 

necessary if the second edition 

was so relatively recently 

published?
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Other 
Background

• Young’s powerful knowledge 
movement

• Disciplinary Knowledge

• Core concepts

• Making a Difference report

• Understanding Christianity



First draft

A brief look at a rejected first draft 

and the reasons for rejecting it.



Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

Lumen Gentium

2. CHURCH
Communion of life in Christ.

Sacrosanctum Concilium

3. CELEBRATION
Living the Christian Mystery in Liturgy and 

prayer.

Gaudium et Spes

4. LIFE
The search for holiness and truth in the 

modern world.

Layer 1: Curriculum Foundations 
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1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

1.4
God 
the 

Holy 
Spirit

1.3
God the Son

1.2
God the Father

1.1
Knowing God

Layer 2: Broad Areas of Study
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Layer 4: Age-Related Topics of Study



• Phase 3-5
− 1.3.3.1 Naming and recognising Jesus

− 1.3.3.2 Key events in the life of Jesus: Birth, Passion, Death and Resurrection

• Phase 5-7
− 1.3.3.3 Key events in the life of Jesus: Birth, Passion, Death and Resurrection

− 1.3.3.4 Mary the Mother of Jesus: the stories of Mary’s role in Jesus’ birth

− 1.3.3.5 Mary the first disciple: the example of Mary

− 1.3.3.6 Jesus, the revelation of God’s love

− 1.3.3.7 Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary

• Phase 7-9
− 1.3.3.8 The historical Jesus: Jesus the Jew

− 1.3.3.9 Jesus the fulfilment of God’s promise to Israel

Layer 4: Age-Related Topics of Study



− 1.3.3.3 Key events in the life of Jesus: Birth, Passion, Death and Resurrection

− 1.3.3.4 Mary the Mother of Jesus: the stories of Mary’s role in Jesus’ birth

− 1.3.3.5 Mary the first disciple: the example of Mary

− 1.3.3.6 Jesus, the revelation of God’s love

− 1.3.3.7 Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary

• Phase 7-9
− 1.3.3.8 The historical Jesus: Jesus the Jew

− 1.3.3.9 Jesus the fulfilment of God’s promise to Israel

− 1.3.3.10 Joseph

− 1.3.3.11 Jesus the story-teller: parables

• Phase 9-11
− 1.3.3.12 Jesus, fully God and fully human

− 1.3.3.13 Jesus, saviour: the impact of Jesus on the lives of those he met

− 1.3.3.14 Jesus, sign of God’s kingdom: miracles

− 1.3.3.15 Jesus, son of the Father: Baptism and Transfiguration

• Phase 11-14
− 1.3.3.16 Jesus the Word made flesh
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− 1.3.3.18 Jesus the Lamb of God: Passion Narratives and the Paschal Mystery

− 1.3.3.19 Jesus in art: the cultural significance of Jesus in different social and 
historical contexts

• Phase 14-16
− 1.3.3.19 John’s Prologue (John 1:1-18): The Christology of John’s Gospel

− 1.3.3.20 The Kenosis hymn (Philippians 2:5-11): The Christology of St Paul

− 1.3.3.21 The historical development of the doctrine and the definition of the 
council of Chalcedon

− 1.3.3.22 Jesus for others: Jewish, Islamic, feminist readings of the significance of 
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− 1.3.3.16 Jesus the Word made flesh

− 1.3.3.17 Jesus the Messiah

− 1.3.3.18 Jesus the Lamb of God: Passion Narratives and the Paschal Mystery

− 1.3.3.19 Jesus in art: the cultural significance of Jesus in different social and 
historical contexts

• Phase 14-16
− 1.3.3.19 John’s Prologue (John 1:1-18): The Christology of John’s Gospel

− 1.3.3.20 The Kenosis hymn (Philippians 2:5-11): The Christology of St Paul

− 1.3.3.21 The historical development of the doctrine and the definition of the 
council of Chalcedon

− 1.3.3.22 Jesus for others: Jewish, Islamic, feminist readings of the significance of 
Jesus.

• Phase 16-19 
− 1.3.3.23 Comparison of scholarly interpretations of the meaning of Jesus (e.g

Gerard O’Collins & J.D.Crossan)

− 1.3.3.24 Contemporary Disputes: The rejection of the divinity of Jesus by the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormonism

Layer 4: Age-Related Topics of Study
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Layer 5: Age-Related Learning Expectations
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The standards and skills

AT1:K&U

Retelling

Describing

Making 
links

Explaining

Analysing

Interpreting
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Demonstrate 
accurate 
knowledge of 
the text of John 
1:1-3, 14, in the 
context of 
John’s prologue

Interpret John 
1:1-3, 14 in the 
light of Genesis, 
chapter 1

Use the following 
vocabulary, in their variety 
of grammatical forms to 
enhance the 
interpretation:
• Incarnation
• Divine
• Human

Compare their own beliefs about 
Jesus, in the light of this text, with the 
beliefs of others, identifying 
similarities and differences.

Present arguments 
for and against the 
divinity of Jesus in a 
logical chain of 
argument

Use the text of 
John’s Gospel 
critically to 
enhance the 
arguments for 
or against.

Arrive at a 
judgement that 
is a coherent 
reflection of 
the evaluation 
of the 
arguments 
presented.

Ex
p

ec
te

d

Demonstrate 
accurate 
knowledge of 
the text of John 
1:1-3, 14

Make relevant 
connections 
between John 
1:1-3, 14 and 
Genesis, 
chapter 1

Use the following 
vocabulary accurately in 
making connections:
• Incarnation
• Divine
• Human

Consider their own beliefs about Jesus 
and be able to articulate whether this 
text makes any difference to those 
beliefs

Present  arguments 
for and against the 
divinity of Jesus. 

Use the text of 
John’s Gospel 
in the 
presentation of 
the arguments

Arrive at a 
judgement 
based on the 
arguments

Em
er

gi
n

g 

Recall some 
words or 
phrases from 
the text of John 
1:1-3, 14

Make links 
between John 
1:1-3, 14 and 
Genesis, 
chapter 1

Use some of the following 
vocabulary, sometimes 
accurately:
• Incarnation
• Divine
• Human

Describe what, if anything, this text 
means to them

Express a point of 
view about the 
divinity of Jesu and 
give some reasons 
for it.

Arrive at a 
judgement.

AT1:K&U AT2:E&R AT3:A&E
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• Phase 9-11
− 1.3.3.12 Jesus, fully God and fully human

− 1.3.3.13 Jesus, saviour: the impact of Jesus on the lives of those he met

− 1.3.3.14 Jesus, sign of God’s kingdom: miracles

− 1.3.3.15 Jesus, son of the Father: Baptism and Transfiguration

• Phase 11-14
− 1.3.3.16 Jesus the Word made flesh

− 1.3.3.17 Jesus the Messiah

− 1.3.3.18 Jesus the Lamb of God: Passion Narratives and the Paschal Mystery

− 1.3.3.19 Jesus in art: the cultural significance of Jesus in different social and 
historical contexts

• Phase 14-16
− 1.3.3.19 John’s Prologue (John 1:1-18): The Christology of John’s Gospel

− 1.3.3.20 The Kenosis hymn (Philippians 2:5-11): The Christology of St Paul

− 1.3.3.21 The historical development of the doctrine and the definition of the 
council of Chalcedon

− 1.3.3.22 Jesus for others: Jewish, Islamic, feminist readings of the significance of 
Jesus.
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• Phase 3-5
− 1.3.3.1 Naming and recognising Jesus

− 1.3.3.2 Key events in the life of Jesus: Birth, Passion, Death and Resurrection

• Phase 5-7
− 1.3.3.3 Key events in the life of Jesus: Birth, Passion, Death and Resurrection

− 1.3.3.4 Mary the Mother of Jesus: the stories of Mary’s role in Jesus’ birth

− 1.3.3.5 Mary the first disciple: the example of Mary

− 1.3.3.6 Jesus, the revelation of God’s love

− 1.3.3.7 Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary

• Phase 7-9
− 1.3.3.8 The historical Jesus: Jesus the Jew

− 1.3.3.9 Jesus the fulfilment of God’s promise to Israel

Layer 4: Age-Related Topics of Study
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Layer 3: Focused Components of Study

Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

1.4
God 
the 

Holy 
Spiri

t

1.3
God the Son

1.2
God the 
Father

1.1
Knowing God

1.1.1 Ways of coming to know God



Gaudium et Spes

4. LIFE
The search for holiness and truth in 

the modern world.

Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

1.4
God 
the 

Holy 
Spirit

1.3
God the Son1.2

God the Father

1.1
Knowing God

1.1.1 Ways of coming to know God

Lumen Gentium

2. CHURCH
Communion of life in Christ.

Sacrosanctum Concilium

3. CELEBRATION
Living the Christian Mystery in 

Liturgy and prayer.



Critiques

Too 
prescriptive

Risk of silos

Lack of a 
narrative



A narrative heart

The human mind seems exquisitely tuned to understand 
and remember stories--so much so that psychologists 
sometimes refer to stories as "psychologically privileged“
(Willingham, 2009, p. 51)

I had always felt life first as a story: and if there is a story 
there is a story-teller.
(Chesterton)

Christian faith … is sustained through and as commitment 
to a story... [T]heology is the discipline of a practice which 
is first and last the following of a story: the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ…[its foundation is] the 
community that tells the story by which it is told.
(Loughlin, 1996, p. x)



Curriculum 

Branches

The curriculum structured around a 

central narrative of salvation history, 

mapped onto the school/liturgical year



In the Beginning…

The God who creates



Called and Chosen

Covenant and Prophecy 



Galilee to Jerusalem

Jesus’ life and ministry



In the Beginning…

The God who creates

Desert to Garden

Jesus’ passion, death and 
resurrection
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To the ends of the earth
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Life to the full…

Living well and the last things
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Knowledge 

Lenses

How to ensure that the historical 

curriculum foundations are covered 

and the ‘silos’ connected.



Knowledge lenses

For each branch, for each year group, we will look at the core concepts 
through four lenses:

• Hear (Scripture/Magisterial text)

• Believe (Doctrine/Theological Concepts)

• Celebrate (Sacraments/Liturgy/Prayer)

• Live (Life/Ethics)
Gaudium et Spes

4. LIFE
The search for holiness and truth in 

the modern world.

Dei Verbum

1. REVELATION
God’s self-revelation and the human 

response of faith.

Sacrosanctum Concilium

3. CELEBRATION
Living the Christian Mystery in 

Liturgy and prayer.



Skill progression

How to include the standards 
without ignoring the disciplines



AT2:E&R

Wondering

Asking 
questions

Exploring

Investigati
ng

Interpretin
g

Dialoguing

AT3:A&E

Comparing

Explaining

Critiquing

Evaluating

Arguing

Complexify
ing

AT1:K&U

Remember
ing

Describing

Explaining

Analysing

Interpretin
g

Synthesisin
g

Handling concepts – the standards
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Handling concepts – elements
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Handling concepts – elements
Discovering meaning:
Understanding beliefs, sources, practices by:
• Building knowledge
• Making links and giving explanations
• Interpreting sources

Exploring difference:
Testing ideas by:
• Comparing interpretations
• Crafting arguments
• Weighing strengths and weaknesses

Imagining possibilities:
Creating space to reflect on:
• Personal meaning
• Possible futures
• The impact on me and the world



Other religions

• …atheism must be accounted among the 
most serious issues of this age, and is 
deserving of closer examination.

Gaudium et Spes 19

• In general, religion presents itself as the 
meaningful answer to the fundamental 
questions posed by men and women: 
“People expect from the various religions 
answers to the unsolved riddles of the 
human condition, which today, even as in 
former times, deeply stir their hearts.” 
This characteristic of religions demands 
that they dialogue not only among 
themselves, but also with the various 
forms of atheistic, or non-religious, 
interpretations of the human person and 
history, since these latter are also faced 
with the same questions about meaning.

CCE, Educating to inter-cultural dialogue 8



Age-related 

outcomes

Deciding on a format



In the Beginning…

The God who creates

Desert to Garden

Jesus’ passion, death and 
resurrection
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Concluding prayer

May you as Catholic educators call upon Mary, the one who taught the eternal 

Word his first words of human speech. May she who is the seat of wisdom, who 

pondered in her heart the mysteries of her Son, intercede for us in our difficulties.

May you teachers receive the hope and the joy of the Spirit, who gives you in

your efforts an unearthly stamina.

Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom, pray for us.


