
The Diocese of Westminster 
A diocesan approach to the assessment 
of primary Religious Education



Age-Related Standards in
Religious Education

AT1 – Knowledge and 
Understanding

AT2 – Engagement and Response

AT3 – Analysis and Evaluation
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Option 1 –
Remain with 

Levels

Option 2 -
Existing pilot 

Option 3 -
New 

diocesan 
pathway

July 2018

Decide how to 
respond to 

today’s 
update and 

communicate 
it to the 

Education 
Service

Autumn 
2018

All schools 
begin to 
review 

teaching and 
learning

Autumn 2018

Initial training 
provided by 

DOWES.

Initial 
Comparative 
judgement 

trial.

Spring 2019
AT2 Materials 

provided

Summer 
2019

AT3 training
Moderation

using various 
tasks 

provided by 
DOWES

Ongoing support for all RECs.
Ongoing deanery meetings.

Information updates bulletins, newsletters and slack

Spring 2020
Assessment 
and Tracking 

Models.

AT3 review

The story so far… 

Summer 2020
Further 

Moderation
Tasks for Year 2 

and Year 3?
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Progression

• Progression must be planned for through a logical 
sequence of lessons.

• Lessons must incorporate differentiation and 
challenge

• Frequency - Opportunity to revisit skills through 
content and context is key



Frequency

•Use the Frequency charts and look at the plans that you 
brought with you.  Can you identify which of the skills are 
currently being taught?

•When looking at your plans it is important to remember that 
AT3 is not currently planned for. Your teachers will need to 
think how to incorporate this AT into their plans going 
forward.

•Which standards are the most difficult to evidence?
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Developing 
Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Recognise religious stories 
 

      

Retell, in any form, a narrative that corresponds to the scripture source used 
 

      

Recognise religious beliefs 
 

      

Describe religious beliefs.       

Recognise that people act in a particular way because of their beliefs 
 

      

Describe some of the actions and choices of believers that arise because of their belief 
 

      

Recognise key figures in the history of the People of God 
 

      

Describe the life and work of some key figures in the history of the People of God 
 

      

Recognise key people in the local, national and universal Church 
 

      

Describe different roles of some people in the local, national and universal Church       

Recognise religious signs and symbols used in worship, including the celebration of the 
Sacraments. 
 

      

Describe some religious symbols and the steps involved in religious actions and worship, 
including the celebration of the Sacraments. 
 

      

Making Links and 
Connections 

•        

Historical 
Development 

       

Religious and 
Specialist  

Vocabulary 

• Use religious words and phrases       
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Meaning and 
Purpose 

• Ask wondering questions about all of the areas of study and recognize that some 
questions are difficult to answer  

      

• Say what they wonder about       

Beliefs and Values • Talk about their own feelings, experiences and the things that matter to them        

• Ask and respond to questions about their own and others’ feelings, experiences and 
things that matter to them 
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Use of Sources as 
Evidence 

       

Construct Arguments        

Make Judgements        

Recognise Diversity        

Analyse and 
Deconstruct 
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Frequency 
Chart



•Developing Knowledge and 
Understanding

•Making Links and Connections

•Historical Development

• Religious and Specialist Vocabulary
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AT1:Knowledge and Understanding



These should use the DRIVER words from the Standards document 
because they:

• are skills-based.

• encourage more focused and age-appropriate 
learning and tasks

• are a common language used by all schemes and 
dioceses throughout the country

• promote breadth and balance of skills as well as 
deeper learning and high level thinking

• demonstrate clear progress throughout all key stages

Learning Objectives
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Standard:

Describe some religious symbols and the steps involved in religious 
actions and worship, including the celebrations of the Sacraments

Learning Objective:

To describe the symbols in the Advent wreath

Note:

You can focus on one small part of the Standard to make 
progress within one lesson - manageable

Learning Objectives – Y2 
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Standard

Show knowledge and understanding of a range of scripture passages 
that corresponds to the scripture source used

Show understanding of, by making links between: beliefs and sources

Learning Objective:

To understand the hope that Isaiah gave to the People of God and how 
that applies to us today

Note: you can link two or more Standards where appropriate.

Learning Objectives – Y5

Diocese of Westminster



Diocese of Westminster

 Area of 
study 

5-7    

 

Developin
g 

Knowledg
e and 

Understa
nding 

• Recognise religious stories 

• Retell, in any form, a narrative that 
corresponds to the scripture source 
used 

 

• Can you use the ……to tell the story of …? 

• What can you remember about what happens next? 

• Who are the characters in this story? What do they 
do? 

• What happens in this story? 

• Can you tell me the story about…. 

• What sort (genre) of passage is this?  

• Where was this story set?  

• Who can remember what [the character] does now? 

 Recognise: Identify, name or label something or 
someone previously seen, heard or encountered. 
TASK VERB: recognise, remember, repeat, imitate, list, 
label, identify, name, show, find, match 

Retell:  Tell a religious story again in any form. 

TASK VERB: retell, recall, reproduce, recount, repeat, 
recite, tell, sequence, paraphrase, recollect, narrate 
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 • Recognise key people in the local, 
national and universal Church 

• Describe different roles of some people 
in the local, national and universal 
Church 

 

• Who does/ says/ teaches/ follows/leads.. etc… 

• What does ….do? 

• Whose job is it to…… 

• What else do (they) do in the Church? 
 

Recognise: Identify, name or label something or 
someone previously seen, heard or encountered. 

TASK VERB: recognise, remember, repeat, imitate, list, 
label, identify, name, show, find, match 

Describe: Give an accurate account in any form of the 
role of a person, a religious rite or symbol. 

TASK VERB: describe,  define, illustrate, outline, report, 
represent, make apparent/clear, set out, write up 
 
 

• Recognise religious beliefs 

• Describe religious beliefs. 
 

• Which of these is a ____ belief? About? 

• Can you think of any more examples of _______? 

• What do …. believe about …. (e.g. Jesus/ Christmas 
…..) 

•  

Recognise: Identify, name or label something or 
someone previously seen, heard or encountered 

TASK VERB: recognise, remember, repeat, imitate, list, 
label, identify, name, show, find, match 

Describe: Give an accurate account in any form of the 
role of a person, a religious rite or symbol. 

TASK VERB: describe, define, illustrate, outline, report, 
represent, make apparent/clear, set out, write up 

 

AT1  Support Document
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AT1 EYFS Support Document



•Meaning and Purpose

• Beliefs and Values
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AT2:Engagement and Response



AT 2 Engagement and Response
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AT2:Engagement and Response
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AT2:Engagement and Response



•Use of Sources as Evidence

• Construct Arguments

• Recognise Diversity

•Analyse and Deconstruct
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AT3: Analysis and Evaluation
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7 - 9
•Use a given source to support 

a point of view

• Express a point of view

• Express a preference

•Use sources to support a point of 

view

• Express a point of view and give 

reasons for it

•Arrive at judgements

• Recognise difference, comparing

and contrasting different points of 

view

9 - 11
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7 - 9
Use sources to support a point of 
view

These sources must come from 
the sources outlined in the 
glossary, but can also be more 
than one from scripture, tradition 
or magisterium.

9 - 11

Use Sources of Evidence

Use a given source to support a 
point of view

A ‘given’ source refers to a 
‘particular’ source; it does not 
solely refer to a source that has 
been specifically ‘given’ to the 
pupil, but it could have been.
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7 - 9
Express a point of view.

‘I think that…’

Express a point of view and give 

reasons for it.

‘I think that…

because…’

9 - 11

Construct Arguments



Diocese of Westminster

7 - 9
Express a preference.

A simple choice between 
two or more elements.

Arrive at judgements.

Judgements to be supported with 
evidence; involves discernment.

9 - 11

Make Judgements
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Recognise difference, comparing and contrasting different 

points of view.

Requires a broader, more expansive knowledge/experience 

base to enable pupils to make comparisons and assimilate 

different points of view. 

9 - 11

Recognise Diversity
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AT3 – Recognise difference, comparing and 
contrasting different points of view

Possible Activities:

1. Moral Issues

• Is it always wrong to steal?

• Is it always wrong to lie?

• Is it always right to help others?

2. Making Comparisons

• Laudato Si – United Nations Environment Programme.

• What do different faiths teach about care and respect for others?

3. Using Art

• Which image best portrays the Nativity story?
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AT3 Skills Matrix
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Is Pentecost the most important day in the 
history of the Church?

AT3 – Which Skills?



http://www.stjosephskeighley.org.uk/our-faith-and-re/creative-re


Diagnostics
1,4,5 & 6



Comparative not absolute

• Reduces reliance on prose descriptors

• You can judge any extended writing using 
comparative judgement.

What is comparative judgement?
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Comparative Judgement is looking at two 
pieces of work based on the same task. 
We then decide which is better.  The left 

one or the right one? 
Diocese of Westminster



The Primary Picture

For our comparative  judgement pilot schools didn’t just judge 
their own pupils’ work. 

• 80% of the judgements schools made involved comparing 
their pupils with their pupils. 

• The other 20% involve comparing pupils from other schools 
with pupils from other schools.

• Using an algorithm the final results are standardised across 
the diocese.
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Westminster Comparative Judgements Pilots

• In the Autumn term  2018 we had 8 schools pilot Comparative Judgement using a Year 4 task on 
“Incarnation.”  This produced 241 samples with a total of 4744 judgements.

• In the Summer term we had 6 schools pilot a Year 1 task on “Eucharist” which produced 237 
samples and 4208 judgements.

• The same 6 schools also piloted a Year 5 task on “Lamb of God” which produced 173 samples and 
4732 judgements.

• In the Autumn term 2019  all schools were encouraged to undertake our Year 6 Attainment Target 
3 task.  18 schools uploaded 3 samples each which produced 573 judgements in a week.  Schools 
that did not will be using their pupil’s work at moderation sessions.
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Contents of the Diagnostic Reports

• First we showed how we chose student scripts to draw diagnostic 
information from.

• We then analysed each answer to show the presence and progression 
of the standards in each.. 

• Properties of each answer were identified and combined into overall 
characteristics with which we could analyse the different answers.

• By looking across these characteristics and how they progress from 
one to another, this provides diagnostic information on how we can 
move students on from where they are.

• Note: In selecting just scripts, the intention is to provide a broad view of how children may demonstrate the 
skills within a written task.  It is important to remember that this is a snapshot of some of the skills and 
therefore some of the percentiles have not been included. 
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Diagnostic Reports

• These PowerPoint-style reports are designed to provide teachers with some 
diagnostic support for identifying how pupils demonstrate various skills.

• The reports set out to break down each answer in terms of focal skills which 
relate to the task, and how these develop across the range of students 
assessed.

• Religious vocabulary identified are words that relate to the skills covered; 
there is an assumption that basic key words are already used by the pupils.



Eucharist

Year 1

Describe the signs, symbols and actions in this picture 

and what Catholics believe is happening.
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Year 4 Incarnation Task 

1. Retell the story of the birth of Jesus 
according to Luke.

2. Make links between what we do in 
church and Luke’s Gospel, giving 
reasons for our actions.

3. Express your understanding of the 
Incarnation and what it says about 
Jesus.
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Year 5
What does it mean that Jesus is the Lamb of God?
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Year Six Advent Assessment 
Target 3: Analysis and 

Evaluation Task

Gaudete Sunday is the most 
important Sunday in Advent.
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Year 5 - 30 Percentile 

In each report samples are initially shown by percentiles with no 
comments.  The purpose is that schools then have examples they can 
use with their staff. 
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Percentile with identified skills Year 1 - 100 Percentile

Some recognition and description of some beliefs 
associated with the picture prompt.

Beginning to describe some religious symbols and their 
connection with worship.

Overall this piece engages with the task.  Its strength is the 
incorporation of new vocabulary words into the response. 

Vocabulary beginning to attempt to incorporate new 
words – consecrate; scriptures 

Each report then shows the percentile samples again 
with the skills identified. 
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Skills Presence Charts
• Reports contain a chart to show the presence of focal skills found 

within the samples.   Year 5 Skills Presence Chart
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Skill Ladder Examples

• Each report contains skills progression ladders with work examples to 
demonstrate what progression may look like.  

• It has been stressed that these are for teacher use and not intended 
to be shared with pupils. 
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Describe with increasing detail and accuracy  - A range of religious beliefs

• In summary:

Identify / Recognise religious beliefs 

Attempt to describe religious beliefs – maybe partially inaccurate or incomplete

Brief and accurate description of a religious belief or beliefs – not fully developed

Describes religious beliefs in a more detailed and accurate way – insight and 
sophistication

Accurate and developed description of religious beliefs

Example from the Year 4 Diagnostic Report 
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Attempt to describe religious beliefs – maybe partially inaccurate or incomplete
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Brief and accurate description of a religious belief or beliefs – not fully developed
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Accurate and developed description of religious beliefs
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Describes religious beliefs in a more detailed and accurate way – insight and 
sophistication
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Year Six Advent Assessment 
Target 3: Analysis and 

Evaluation Task

Gaudete Sunday is the most 
important Sunday in Advent.

Diocese of Westminster



Contents of this Report

•We show the  6 student scripts chosen to be 
analysed.

•We then analysed which samples demonstrated the 
various Attainment Target 3 standards. 

• Note: In selecting just scripts, the intention is to provide a broad view of how a Year 6 
child may demonstrate the skills within a written task.  It is important to remember that 

this is a snapshot of some of the skills from within AT3 and should be use a piece of 
evidence to support whether a pupils has “met” a standard.
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How we chose the scripts

•Eighteen schools from the Westminster diocese took part 
in a comparative judgement pilot in the second half of the 
autumn  term 2019. There were 48 scripts uploaded for 

moderation.

• Following the conclusion of the judging scripts using  
statistical data all the pieces were ranked in order of their 

scores achieved on the assessment. 



• Each piece generated a statistical number called an Infit which 
measures the degree of disagreement between judgements. A 
low value means low disagreement and a higher value means 
more disagreement. A value of 1.3 or greater means there was 

significant disagreement regarding this candidate’s script, and it 
may be of interest to look in more detail at scripts with these 

higher values.

• Those with infit scores between 0 and 1.1 as well as at least 
20judgements were selected from each tenth percentile to show a 

range of responses.

• To represent a range of percentiles the team extracted samples 
which demonstrated engagement with Attainment Target 3.
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We now show each of the 6 student scripts chosen for the 

following percentiles:

0 – 20th

20th – 40th

50th

60th – 80th

80th – 100th

100th
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0-20 Percentile 
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20 - 40 Percentile 
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50 Percentile 
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60 - 80 Percentile 
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80 – 100 
Percentile 
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100 Percentile 
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Summary Analysis of Sample Answers

•Development ladders were created to identify 
progression opportunities.

•By looking across these samples it is possible to 
use the diagnostic information to identify how 
we can help students to further develop skills.
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ATT 1
Use sources to support 

a  point of view

Express a point of view 

and give reasons for it
Arrive at judgements

Recognise difference, 

comparing and 

contrasting different 

points of view. 

0-20 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

20-40
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

50
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

60-80
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

80-100
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

100
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Presence of Standards in Percentile Samples 
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Attainment Target 1: Knowledge and Understanding

Samples showed a wide range of engagement with:

• Show knowledge and understanding of  those actions of 
believers which arise as consequence of their beliefs.

• Show understanding of, by making links between:
Beliefs and sources
Beliefs and worship

Diocese of Westminster



• In summary

Use sources to support a point of view

Support a point of view by referencing several sources which are relevant to the current lesson.

Refer to  a basic source relevant to the current lesson

Demonstrate knowledge of a source in support of a point of view
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Use sources to support a point of view

Demonstrate knowledge of a source in support of a point of view.

20 - 40 Percentile 



• In summary:

Express a point of view

Express a point of view and give reasons for it

Express a point of view and support that viewpoint with a reason

Express a point of view and support that viewpoint with relevant reasons
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Express a point of view and give reasons for it

Express a point of view and support that viewpoint with a reason

60 - 80
Percentile 
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• In summary:
Make a judgement 

Arrive at judgements

Make a judgement based on some evidence 

Make a judgement based on a balanced range of evidence
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Arrive at judgements

Make a judgement based on a balanced range of evidence
Diocese of Westminster



• In summary:

Recognise that there are different points of view

Recognise difference, comparing and contrasting 
different points of view

Begin to compare or contrast a point of view. 

Compare and contrast different point of view 
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Year 6 Diagnostic

• Attainment Target 1 was very evident.

• Majority of the samples  demonstrated that pupils had a 
range of background knowledge.

• Varying degrees of  ATT3 were evident but samples suggested 
teachers needed to consider how to introduce the task.

• ATT3: Recognise Diversity will need modelling

• Persuasive Writing is a strength in Key Stage 2 teaching - Use 
the same strategies to address Attainment Target 3.
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What next?



Use a range of specialist vocabulary – increased in amount and complexity

Well selected vocabulary that enhances the quality of the answer

Limited use of specialist vocabulary – may be partially inaccurate or misused  

No specialist vocabulary 

Use religious vocabulary widely, accurately and appropriately

What next?

Identified Area for development – Vocabulary 
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Year 2 and Year 3 Tasks

Begin to think about EYFS and 
SEND

What next?
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